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T0: STANLEY ROBERTS, Water Commissioner

FR0M: D0NALD C. N0RSETH, Directing Engineer

DATE: MAY 26, 1980

SUBJECT: PROVO RIVER DISTRIBUTTON

Complaints have been received concerning the submission of the Bi-l4onthly Provo

River Report and the Annual Commissi.oners Report of Distribution of the Waters

of the Provo River too late for use by the water users.

To clarify the s'ituation as to due date of the reports, the following is directed:

1. The annual report is to be submitted at the annual meeting,

or March lst, whicheveris later.

2. The bi-monthly report is to be prepared, not later than 7 days

after the two week period, or five days after you have received

the information needed from Mr. Hugh McKellar.

The Provo Rjver Decree does not define the period of use for the irrigation

season, but leaves it up to the Commissioner to see that water is not used for

irrigation in the non-irrigation period and that power, Municipa'|, and domestic

uses are throughout the year. Apri'l L or when the wateris'in the major canals

has been used as a "rule of thumb" with the Commissioners determining when

irrigation would be beneficial.
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Page 75 of the Provo River Decree states the fo'llowing:

And that all the rights declared and decreed herein, for irrigation
purposes, include the right to divert and use water for irrigation,
culinary, domestic and agricultural purposes connected therewith.
And such rights of diversion and use for culinary, and domestic
purposes are continuous throughout the year, and are limited to the
quantity reasonably necessary for said uses. And such rights of
diversion and use for ir"rigation purposes is confined to the irriga-
tion season of each yearn and none of said parties shall divert or
use any of said waters, (except for culinary and domestic purposes
as hereinbefore provided,) during the non-irrigating season -- after
the necessity for such use fsr irrigation purposes has ceased in the
Autumn of each year and until i't i's necessary to use the same for
irrigation purposes in the Spring of the year following. The
Commissioner, herein provided for, shall enforce the provisions of
this paragraph, particularly to restricting the quantity of diversion
of water during the non-irri'gating season in each year whenever such
diversion will in any way or at all interfers with the use of said
waters by the parties herein awarded water for the generation of
power. And that any party to this action, his he'irs, executors,
administrators, successors and assigns, who is dissatisfied with the
regulations or rules imposed by the said Commissioner, Iltdy apply to
the Court, by written application and said application may be heard
upon affidavits or oral testimony as the parties may elect, for a

review thereof and an order of direction in the premises.

Pending a firm period established by the court, it would appear advisable that

we retain past practices.
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